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CDOT held a public meeting in the Highlands on April 20th 
to brief the neighborhoods on the scheduled widening of I-25. 
This project is of special interest to Jefferson Park because of its potential for connecting the pedestrian/bicycle 
Promenade at Speer Boulevard to the 15th Street and Central intersection in the Highlands. Funding for this 
however is not included in the CDOT highway project.  Requests must be made through City Council 
representatives to complete the Promenade project.

The $23,000,000 highway project will require two years construction during which major improvements will be 
made between 20th Street on the north and Speer Boulevard on the south. Components of the project include 
replacement of the 15th Street bridge, adding south bound I-25 auxiliary lanes from 20th Street to just south of 
Speer Boulevard, construction of 35 foot retaining walls and 10 foot wide sidewalks adjacent to Central Avenue.  

For more detail and to stay informed visit the CDOT website at www.coloradodot.info
then search for “I-25 near 15th Street” under the Projects tab.

I-25 WIDENING NEAR 
15TH STREET MOVES AHEAD…

Neighborhood Parking 
Restrictions in Effect:
May 21st – U2 Concert
June 1st – Mexico vs. New Zealand Soccer

Restricciones que son en efecto para 
estacionamiento en la vecindad:
Mayo 21 -- U2 Concierto
Junio 1 -- Mexico vs. New Zealand FutbolTICKET ALERT!

ALERTA DE ETIQUETA!

Come One - Come All 
To Jefferson Park Day!
Meet at the basketball court inside the park at 8am on Saturday, May 
14th and join your neighbors to spring-clean our neighborhood.

Then make sure the whole family stays for the free barbecue
and festival afterwards. Live music, face painting, theater 
performances, real animals from the Zoo. Win tickets to Lakeside, 
summer concerts and other great stuff! Enjoy the neighborhood art 
showcase and kids art projects. Everyone, big and small, can join 
in the sack races & “hoops” contest. Crack a piñata, mingle 
with sports mascots or watch a mystery play.  
There’s fun for everyone at Jefferson Park Day!  

And this year, everyone’s invited to create a Jefferson Park Day 
chalk art drawing on the sidewalks of Jefferson Park. Think about 
what the Day means to you, grab a pack of chalk & instructions from Amlavi Coffee Shop at Clay & River Drive, starting 
Wednesday, May 11th, and pick a spot on the park sidewalks to create your masterpiece about Jefferson Park Day. The best 
drawings will receive prizes at Jefferson Park Day!

A very special “Thank You” to Allied Realty and Riverside Baptist Church for their generous contributions to this event.  
Contact Brooke Bailey at 303-667-1710 or kromer2036@yahoo.com with questions.

JEFFERSON
PARK DAY

MAY 14TH
jpun.org

The day starts early but never fear, 

This spring-clean day is the best of the year!

Breakfast is served and introductions made.  

Then out to the streets and alley ways.  

Laugh with your neighbors and collect all the trash, 

Then back to the park for a grand ‘ol bash!

by Jerry Olson

Tuesday May 3rd
POLLS open 7AM to 7PM

GENERAL ELECTIONS 
FOR THE CITY OF DENVER

VOTE ! ELECTION
DAY



JPUN Board NewsMichael Guiietz, Co-President
zoid4@comcast.net

Kim Collie, Co-President
CollieK@ccl.org

Open Position, Vice President

Doris Blyth, Treasurer
blythspirit@q.com

Cheryl Patrick, Secretary
Cherylpatrick@mac.com

BOARD

Safety Committee
Katherine Meldrum, chairperson

kmeldrum@msn.com

Spanish Community Outreach
Andrew Romero

andrew_e_romero@keybank.com

Central Valley Improvements
Jerry Olson, chairperson

jerryolson@comcast.net

Neighborhood Liaison
Cristin Couzens, chairperson

ckcouzens@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
Sara Walker sara.m.walker@lmco.com

Jeff Archambeau
archambeau-g@comcast.net
Tom Blyth blythspirit@q.com

Environmental Committee
Kari Mock, chairperson

kar@rk-tects.com

Communications Committee
Cristin Couzens and Jerry Olson 

chairpersons
ckcouzens@gmail.co

 jerryolson@comcast.net

Land-Use Committee
Raphael Espinoza, chairperson

raf@rk-tects.com

Social Committee
Brooke Bailey, chairperson

kromer2036@yahoo.com

Membership Committee
Dave Strano

johnbrown@riseup.net

The JPUN Board of Directors met on April 2nd to review committee 
work to date and plan for the coming months. The following was 
reviewed:

• JPUN is working with Denver parks and Recreation to determine 
when Jefferson Park playground is due to be replaced.

• JPUN is emphasizing a safer neighborhood and is actively 
working with the Denver Police Department.  Residents interested 
in JPUN’s safety committee may contact Kat Meldrum at 
kmeldrum@msn.com

• JPUN is working with a local business to develop a summer 
concert series in Jefferson Park

• JPUN is developing a Facebook page

• JPUN is developing a business membership program to offer 
local businesses greater ways to interact with their customers.

The Board of Directors voted to meet on a quarterly basis. The 
proposed months are January, April, September and November.

Je�erson Park
Pet of the Month
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Name: Gertie • Age: 1 and 1/2 • Breed: Unknown • Owner: Joseph DeLeon
Hello Neighbors,
You may have seen me running down the streets of Federal, or another local street 
when I decide to make a break for it (I love chewing through anything trying to hold me 
back). I love my owner, but there is just so much to see out in the world, that I cannot 
contain my rambunctious energy to the deuce ocho. My passion lies in jumping around 
terrorizing my neighbor friend “Puppy” (above right), and chewinganything around me 
(couches are my favorite). I was being sent to the pound, when my owner (Joseph), 
saved me from my desolate fate. Although I am a harrowing dog and considered a 
“runner,” I love my owner with every bit of energy that I have. “Guau guau, ruff ruff”

Would you like to see your pet featured? Please send a photo and a few tidbits about your favorite 
pet to Cristin at ckcouzens@gmail.com or drop it in her mailbox at 2819 W. 25th St. 
Or maybe, Jerry the “pet whisperer” will catch you in the park!

Residential Recycling in Denver
Denver Recycles provides recycling service at NO CHARGE to 
residents who live in single-family homes with seven or fewer units. 
The city provides a recycling container to each household free 
of charge with a bi-weekly pick-up date.

Sign up and get your free purple recycle cart. 
www.denvergov.com/trashrecycling

What Can Be Recycled:
Cardboard • Glass • Junk Mail • Office Paper • Paper Bags
Magazines and Catalogs • Newspaper • Paperboard • Phone Books
Plastic • Steel • Wrapping Paper
 



Streetscape Design
Workshop a Success By Marshall Vanderburg

On April 2nd, business representatives and local residents met 
at Adams Mystery Playhouse to envision the future of Federal 
Boulevard between W. 23rd and W.26th, and W. 25th Ave. from 
Federal to Eliot St. Two groups toured the area and then sat 
down to discuss building scale, possible uses, streetscape 
and landscape designs.

Design concepts developed include:

•  Walkways at intersections including through the Federal Boulevard
    center median using  different paving textures, materials and
    architectural structures.
  
•  Wider pedestrian right-of-ways, utilizing retaining walls for 
    sloped areas on Federal between 23rd and 25th and landscaping.
 
•  Angled parking, bulb additions to sidewalks at intersection of 
    W. 25th and Eliot, and improved pedestrian amenities were
    proposed  to capitalize on the uniqueness of the width of 
    W. 25th Ave.

The Streetscape committee will be present these design
concepts and more at a public meeting May 25, 6:30 at 
the Adams Mystery Playhouse, 2406 Federal Boulevard. 
Visit www.federalboulevard.com for further details.

Marshall Vanderburg
Federal Boulevard Partnership
720.934.0134

Private Party and Wedding Space Available
Full Bar and Great Food

Team Building and Company Parties, 
Kids Shows, 

Birthday Parties for all Ages

www.adamsmysteryplayhouse.com

Phone: 303-455-1848 Fax: 303-477-5900
2406 Federal Boulevard, Denver, Colorado

Murder Mystery 
Dinner Theatre

North Denver's Most Hilarious Show!

Every Friday
and Saturday Night!

1101013 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

It’s how I treat all my customers. 
And you can be sure I’ll always do 
my best to meet your needs. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Honesty. 
Respect. 
Professionalism. 
Courtesy.

Terry Vartanyan, Agent
2600 West 29th Avenue

Denver, CO 80211
Bus: 303-456-0444

www.denverhighlandagent.com
Mon-Thur 9:00am to 5:30pm

Fri 9:00am to 5:00pm
Sat & After Hours by Appt.

We’re off to a great start! 
All garden plots are full and a waiting list is forming. 
Did you miss out? Don’t be discouraged. 

If you are still interested, contact Doris at 
dorisblyth@gmail.com or 303-419-5165. A large waiting 
list will help us in working with Denver Urban Gardens 
to expand the garden next year.

May 4th Garden Fundraiser at Araujo’s Restaurant!
Eat Dinner, Grow a Community 

Part of the mission of the community garden is to grow fresh 
vegetables that the culinary program at CEC/Middle College 
can incorporate into their student-run restaurant. Vegetables 
grown by us can be eaten by you at the Eliot Street Café! 

To plant a healthy variety, we need to raise funds to purchase 
plants.  Araujo’s Restaurant at W. 26th Avenue 
and Eliot Street has generously offered to donate 10% of their 
proceeds from dinners served on May 4th from 5:00 to 
9:00pm. It’s a perfect storm of goodness! 

Meet your neighbors, while supporting a local business, 
school, and garden. 

JEFFERSON PARK
COMMUNITY GARDEN
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m e d i c a l  c a n n a b i s  c e n t e r

2647 w 38th ave,  
denver, colorado 80211

ALternative wellness center

 Pricing
all grams:        $ 12 .00    $ 13 .50 
       1/8th’s:        $40.00    $45.00

      1/2 ounce:        $144.00    $162.00
             ounce:        $245.00    $275.00

  MEMBER   NON-MEMBER

www.altwellcenter.com
mon-sat: 11am-7pm   sun: 12pm-5pm 

ph: (720) 855-6565
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C E N T E R

Alternative Wellness Center - 2647 W 38th Ave, Denver, CO 80211  720.855.6565

$200 Top Shelf Ounce
Members Only

jpun

Brett Baird LMB
Cherry Creek Funding
480 S. Holly St
Denver CO 80246 

Cell 303 548 7334
Office 303 565 3294
Fax 303 474 3063

For ALL of Your 
Real Estate Financing

Licensed Mortgage Broker 
Se Habla Espanol

Five Star Service for Every Price Range
Sharon Blotcher 
Broker Associate
Real Living CO Properties
480 S. Holly St
Denver CO 80246

Recipient of the FIVE STAR Real 
Estate AgentSM award in 2010,
based on an independent survey of
overall satisfaction for the Denver  Area.

englishaccentonhomes@gmail.com
Cell       303 908 1370 
Office   303 377 8100
Fax       303 377 8101 

Locally Owned & Operated
Right in this Neighborhood

720-382-5280
2649 W. 26th Ave
Denver, CO 80211

Neighbor Special

10% OFF 
your next project



Saturday, May 14

JEFFERSON

Neighborhood

PARK’S
2011

ANNUAL

Cleanup and

Celebration

Presented by:
Allied Realty
Development Sponsors:

Come celebrate our
community, network
with neighbors and
provide to those
in need.

Clean up starts at 8am
   in Jefferson Park with

     Breakfast & Coffee

Cleanup Tools
Great Raffle Prizes:

Sports Jerseys
Dinner Coupons

Coffee & Tea
And Event Tickets

JPUN
Provides

• Park Celebration
  11:30am-3pm
• Lunch provided by 
  Riverside Baptist Church

If you or your organization would like to
volunteer or exhibit, please email
Brooke at kromer2036@yahoo.com

Bring Lawn Chairs And Blankets
Make it a Day in Jefferson Park

Post Clean-Up
Picnic
Celebration

Children's Music by The Music Train
Pro Sports Teams' Mascots
Local Artists Exhibit
The Denver Zoo
Denver Dumb Friends League
Face Painting & Kids Crafts
Denver Fire Truck

Stop by these
Local Non-Profits

Booths

A Great American Clean-Up Event

TM

Federal Boulevard Streetscape
Mile High Youth Corps
Walgreens Wellness

Family Star Child Care
Veterans For Green Jobs

Children's Museum
and more!
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Saturday, May 14
Clean up starts at 8am
in Jefferson Park with

Breakfast & Coffee

11:30am-3pm
Lunch provided by 

  Riverside Baptist Church

Post Clean-Up
Picnic Celebration

Live Music

Ricardo
Peña
  Band

Riverside 
Baptist Church

Hotel VQ

Invesco Field

Kym Foster 
Design

Walgreens

Federal
Boulevard 
Partnership

Amlavi Coffee Shop

Adams Mystery
Playhouse

The Green Garage

Home Depot

The Greenway 
Foundation

Green Wish 
Foundation

Spanos



Spring Cleaning Resource Guide 

Free Mulch Giveaway & Compost Sale - May 7th 
Landscaping your yard just got cheaper. The City & County of Denver will 
be holding its annual “Free Mulch Giveaway & Compost Sale” on Saturday, 
May 7th, from 8 AM to 3 PM (or while supplies last).
Northwest Location:  Sloan’s Lake Park, Sheridan Blvd. & 17th Ave.

Disposing of Tree Branches 
Residents that have City & County of Denver trash service are able to dispose 
of bundled branches with regular trash collection as long as:

• Branches are bundled and tied with twine or heavy rope.
• Each bundle of branches weighs less than 40 pounds.
• Branches are cut into lengths of 4 feet or less.
• Branches are 4 inches or less in diameter.

Electronics Recycling: E-cycle Coupon Program 
The City of Denver, in partnership with Metech recycling, is now
offering an Electronics Recycling Coupon Program. The E-cycle 
coupon will allow Denver residents to drop-off their televisions, 
monitors and other electronic items at Metech Recycling's facility 
at a significantly discounted rate. Denver residents may request 
an E-cycle coupon by calling 3-1-1.

Learn to Compost: FREE Classes May thru October 
Composting is good for your yard and garden, good for the environment, 
easy to do and fun! Compost can retain 100% of its weight in water and 
is an important component of gardening in a drought.
To Sign up for a "Learn to Compost" class go online to
www.dug.org/compost or call 720-865-6810.

Large Item Pick Up
Next pick up week:  May 23 - 27 • Only set out Large Pickup Items on 
your trash day during the week listed above by 7 AM.

Set up an Email Reminders for Recycling and Street Sweeping
Denver.gov or Jpun.org Helpful Links

Free Appliance Collection 
By appointment, Solid Waste Management customers are eligible for 
complimentary  appliance collection. Freon and other large metal 
appliances (white goods) is done by a private contractor. We ensure that the 
metals are recycled and the freon is handled in an environmentally safe 
manner. Call 303-430-7142, Monday through Friday to schedule collection.

Cell Phone Recycling
All five national mobile phone carriers have instigated a mobile phone recycling 
take-back plan, accepting unwanted cell phones at any of their retail locations 
nationwide.

CFL Recycling
Xcel Energy and Ace Hardware Stores have partnered to recycle CFL bulbs. You 
may take your compact "curly cue" fluorescent bulbs and mercury-containing 
thermostats for free recycling drop-off at any of the over one hundred Ace 
Hardware Stores in Colorado. Home Depot Stores are also accepting CFL bulbs 
as part of a national program. Please note that Ace Hardware and Home Depot 
stores are not accepting long fluorescent tubes and the program is intended for 
residential use only.

Hard-to-Recycle Items
Eco-cycle in Boulder houses the Center for Hard-to-Recycle Materials (CHaRM) 
and accepts many items that cannot be placed in residential and drop-off 
recycling.  Visit the CHaRM website for more information.

Hazardous Waste Disposal
To assist residents of the City and County of Denver in proper disposal and 
recycling of household hazardous wastes (HHW), the city operates a door-to-
door collection program of these materials directly from Denver homes. 
Residents may only use this program once per year and must be Denver Solid 
Waste Management customers, residing in a single family home, townhome, or 
apartment building of 7 units or fewer. Residents using the door-to-door 
program or the drop-off facility will be responsible for a $20 co-payment.

FREE SERVICES TO CLEAN UP YOUR HOME THIS SPRING

DON'T MISS -  
VALDEZ ELEMENTARY'S
THIRD ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
MAY 7th 9am -1pm • 2250 W. 29th Ave
We will have Vegetables, Annuals, Perennials, Seeds, 
Hanging Baskets and Mothers Day Gift Baskets!
 
Come support one of your local schools and beautify your garden!
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE PTO.
 

Volunteers Needed for Valdez 
Playground Construction
I wanted to let you know about an exciting opportunity to build a playground 
for our kids. On Wednesday, May 18, 2011, volunteers will build a playground on the 
Valdez Elementary School campus for the students and the community. That's right! 
In just 1 day our community will have a beautiful new, ECE approved playground.

I'm on the registration committee and we are seeking 150 volunteers to help on our 
Build Day including Build Captains (team leaders). Volunteers do not have to be 
trained, skilled or have any special tools! You need only be enthusiastic, energetic, and 
willing to work while having fun! Come as an individual or bring a team (please, no 
more than 10 people from any one group). 

Please feel free to forward this post or my contact information to your friends who may 
be interested. We will be offering childcare on-site so don't let that be a deterrent from 
helping out.
 
To Register, email me at valdezplayground2011@yahoo.com or call 303-709-7375.
I can also provide you with a flyer that includes more information but here's a little 
background: 
Dr Pepper Snapple Group, Valdez Elementary School and Denver Public Schools teamed 
up with KaBOOM! to build the playground and the project was made possible by Let's Play -- 
a community partnership led by Dr Pepper Snapple Group to get kids and families active 
nationwide. Get involved at www.LetsPlay.com!
 Thank you for your support! Stacy Buslon

 



I’ll be honest, 
I hate doing cardio. 
I challenge you to find anything more boring than sitting on an 
exercise bike, walking on a staircase leading to nowhere, or running 
on a knee jarring treadmill. The good news is you don’t have to do 
cardio in a crammed gym. Fortunately, living next to Jefferson
Park offers us some fun alternatives.

Introducing the “JPUN 4 Corners Challenge!”
This is challenge is a combination of jogging and calisthenics.
Here’s the plan: 

• Jog to one corner of the park, hit-the-deck and do some Push-ups. 
• Pop back up and run to another corner and perform body weight
   Squats (arms out, squat as if sitting in a chair). 
• Again, run to another corner then drop and perform sit-ups.
• Complete the square with burpees 
   (start with a squat, move into a push up, and pop back up)

You can do a set number of laps, or race against a stopwatch 
(do as many laps as you can in 20 minutes.) 
There’s no right or wrong just have fun.

If you need to burn fat ASAP, try this a couple of times a week and 
you’ll be amazed how quickly you’ll drop body fat.

-Kevin Cox
The Mile High Fitness Guy (and Jefferson Park resident.)

FITNESS
TIPS

DEVELOPERS
CORNER

Twenty-one units are planned for the SE corner of W. 28th Ave 
and Clay Street. This will be Generation Development’s second 
project in Northwest Denver, their first is on Boulder Street in 
LoHi.  

Contact has been made with the JPUN Land Use Committee. Plans 
for the property will be presented at the next Land Use Committee 
Meeting on Wednesday, May 11th at 6:30pm in the ground level 
conference room of Zocalo Condominiums at 2195 Decatur Street.

Generation
Development LLC 
announces project plans for 
property at 28th and Clay



KUDOS

BECOME A PART OF THE STORY
Send your stories, comments or ideas to Cristin Couzens or Jerry Olson
ckcouzens@gmail.com | jerryolson@comcast.net

Advertising in the JPUN Newslettter generates
business for you and keeps the newsletter thriving.
Contact Cristin Couzens or Jerry Olson 
ckcouzens@gmail.com | jerryolson@comcast.net

Full Page Ad: $100
1/2 Page Ad: $50
1/4 Page Ad: $25
1/8 Page Ad: $15

Aquarium  May 21st Pirates & Mermaids Kids Fest  

Children’s Museum Children learn by doing and having fun
  www.mychildsmuseum.org

Cinco DeMayo May 5th thru May 8th 

Denver 365 Complete list of arts, sports, festivals and more
  www.denver.org/events

Denver Free Days Scientific & Cultural Facilities District
  http://scfd.org/?page=home&sub=4

Denver Art Museum www.denverartmuseum.org/home

Denver Nature & Science Museum
  www.dmns.org/plan-your-visit 

Eliot Street Studio Classes for children and adults in Yoga & music
  www.eliotstreetcollective.com/

Elitch Gardens Opens Saturday: May 7th 
  www.elitchgardens.com

Highlands Masonic Denver Contra Dance - 2nd and 4th Fridays. 
  www.cfootmad.org/dances.htm 

Invesco Field May 14: Outlaws vs Nationals 
  May 21: U2 360 Tour 
  June 1: Mexico vs New Zealand
  www.invescofieldatmilehigh.com/

Jefferson Park Jefferson Park United Neighbors (JPUN)
  Neighborhood meeting - May 3 at 6:30pm
  Jefferson Park Day – Saturday May 14th 
  http://jpun.org/    

Platte Valley Trolley Denver Rail Heritage Society – fun rides
  www.denvertrolley.org/  

REI  Free events throughout May
  www.rei.com/stores/18 

South Platte River Boating, jogging and concerts along the River
  www.greenwayfoundation.org

MAY EVENTS In and Around Jefferson Park

COMMUNITY RESOURCE

ADVERTISE

Dial   9-1-1
800-895-4999 select # 1
3-1-1 or  720-913-1311
720--913-2000
720-913-0400
303-458-4792
720-865-1111
303-299-6000

Police, Fire or Medical - EMERGENCY
Gas Leak or Electrical Emergency - Xcel
City of Denver 311 Help Center
Police - City Non-Emergency Information
Police -  District 1 Station Information only
Paula E. Sandoval - Council Member District 1
Denver Public Library
Regional Transportation District

Discounted monthly rates available

MARSHAL VANDERBURG
For the month of May we tip our hats to Marshall for his diligence and vision in seeking improvements to 
Federal Boulevard. Since last summer he has led a voluntary committee through concept planning 
intended to stimulate improvements to the Streetscape between23rd and 26th Avenues on the Boulevard 
including the 1900’s retail block of W. 25th Avenue.

In recent Streetscape public meetings, residents recommended permanent enhancements to the public landscape and the development 
of an identity, a brand to the 25th Avenue block.  Marshall continues to provide leadership to the Project while stimulating community 
involvement.  

Marshall chairs the Federal Boulevard Partnership, a community-based organization established to maintain and enhance the character 
and economic vitality of the corridor. He is the Director of Technology and community organizer for JVA Consulting located in Edgewater.

�e Safety Zone
Coming Soon - The veterans housing being built on the west side 
of federal at 27th Ave will have a cop shop. The cop shop will have 
volunteers that can assist in filling out online reports and answer 
questions about police activity in the neighhood.

It only takes 47 seconds for a thief to steal your car.
Empower yourself against auto thief by using these simple steps:

• Never leave your car running unattended.
• Never leave valuables in plain sight.
• Never leave your windows rolled down and always lock your door.
• Never leave personal information or documents in your vehicle.
• Get windows, doors and fenders etched with the VIN.
• Only leave the ignition key with a valet, attendant or mechanic.

Cinco De Mayo - Cinco De Mayo starts Thursday May 5th and 
will run through Sunday May 8th. In the past the majority of the 
cruising along Federal has been south of 6th Ave. If the weather is 
nice you can expect traffic delays along Federal during the weekend.  
If cruising carries over into the neighborhood the police will block 
off East and West streets off of Federal to keep the cruising restricted 
to Federal.

Neighbor making a difference! A neighbor observed 4 kids 
spraying graffiti on a wall and called it in to the police. The police 
were successful in arresting all 4 kids and linked them to other graffiti 
in the district. Thank you to that neighbor for playing an active role is 
stopping the crime in our neighborhood!

With a heavy heart I regret to inform you I am putting my house up 
for sale and leaving the neighborhood to have a chance to travel 
more. As the safety officer I realize the importance of having a 
safety officer for the neighborhood. On average it takes about 
5 hours a month of your time. I would like to have a new safety 
officer in place before I move. If you are interested please contact 
me at kmeldrum@msn.com or 303-455-9312.     - Katherine Meldrum

Marshall - deep in thought

For those people who do not have Internet access, 
there is free access at the Woodbury Library.


