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Improving Jeff Park
Jefferson Park
The Board of  Directors for Jefferson Park United 
Neighbors (JPUN) has worked closely with Denver 
Parks and Recreation (DPR) in the design of  im-
provements to the park.  The improvements will be 
funded and installed in 2009 and 2010.  In Novem-
ber concrete pads for fi ve new park benches and 
three  new picnic tables were installed.  To remind 
visitors of  the historic nature of  Jefferson Park, 
fl agstone squares were embedded in the concrete 
slabs.  

In cooperation with the Denver Transit Amenity 
Program, one of  the DPR benches will be installed 
on the new slab at the 23rd Avenue and Eliot bus 
stop.  Also a new ADA compliant picnic table will 
be placed adjacent to the concrete sidewalk on the 
hill near 26th Avenue and Decatur.  An eight foot 
wide concrete sidewalk just replaced the asphalt 
walkway from 26th Avenue to the playground.  

Other planned improvements include additional 
sidewalk replacements, park usage signage, trash 
receptacles and possibly the installation of  more 
lighting at the west end of  the park.  The restrooms 
at the east end of  the park were rehabilitated in Oc-
tober and will be open for use again in the spring.

Bus Stop Benches
Also when the weather cooperates, the City of  
Denver Transit Amenity Program will install con-
crete pads for benches at two west bound locations 
of  RTD Bus #28.  The new standard bus benches 
will be installed at 23rd Avenue and Clay and at 
26th and Clay.   

23rd Avenue Bridge Railings
Construction to replace the railings on the 23rd 

Avenue Bridge is anticipated by Colorado Department of  
Transportation to begin in the next 30 days, weather permit-
ting.  Railings on both sides of  the bridge will be removed 
and replaced with galvanized steel plus a 92 inch pedestrian 
screening will be built along the north side of  the bridge 
sidewalk.  In an effort to improve pedestrian safety further, 
a new railing will separate the sidewalk from the automobile 
lane.   The neighborhood will be informed by CDOT con-
tractors in advance of  construction since the job will require 
night work.
      By Jerry Olson

Santa Claus is comming to 
Jefferson Park
 Santa Claus had so much fun at last years 
Jefferson Park Holliday Party that he decide 
he’d make spcial arangments, despite a busy 
schedule to drop on by again this year. On 
Dec. 10 JPUN will be hosting its annual 

Holdiay party at VQ Hotel (the old Red 
Lion) starting around 6 o’clock and 

lasting till you feel like getting the 
kiddos home. Santa will 

be showing up at 
6:30 to take present 
requests from the 
“good” neighbor-
hood children and 
may be coaxed to 
take requests from 
a few of  you adults 
as well. Please take 
this opportunity to 
come out and join 
in the joy of  fellow-
ship thta is sparked 
by the seasons 
warmth.  



Holidays, a time 
for love, laughter 

and... presents.

Holidays, a time 

and... presents.

BOARD NEWS

To honor one of Mexico’s most beloved images, visit the 
pre-Columbian and Spanish colonial art galleries on level
four of the North Building from December 12 to January 3. 
Enjoy bilingual and family activities throughout the museum.

Call our bilingual line at 720-913-0169 for more information. 
www.denverartmuseum.org

On 13th Avenue between Broadway and Bannock
Parking is available at the Cultural Center Parking Garage—enter on 12th Avenue.

Sponsored by

Additional support comes from the Denver Art Museum’s Latino Outreach Committee.

Please photocopy this flyer and share it with friends and family!

FREE GENERAL ADMISSION to the
Denver Art Museum for the whole family!
December 12, 2009 through January 3, 2010. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe (detail), 1800s, Puebla, Mexico. 
Gift of Mrs. Frank Woodward.

Complete this form and present it to the welcome center for free family general admission to the museum. 
Valid December 12, 2009 through January 3, 2010.

Name:         Phone number:

E-mail :

How did you hear about this event?

*You will be signed up for our monthly e-newsletter, Art Mail.

 OurLady of  Guadalupe
at the DAM

*E-mail :*E-mail :

Spanish LanguageTours
Spanish language tours available at 2:30 pm 
every Sunday, December 13–January 3. Meet 
near the North Building welcome center.

 OurLady of  Guadalupe



Business profi le. Do you want to profi le your business. Here is your chance to give yourself  a plug. 

Family Star was founded in 1988 by a pas-
sionate group of  inner-city Denver 
parents and educators determined 
to stop the decline of  their com-
munity and provide their young 
children with a healthy future.  
They closed down a crack house 
across the street from the local 
Montessori elementary school.  This 
building, reclaimed and renovated, became 
Family Star Montessori, Denver ’s premier early child-
hood education center.  

The success of  Family Star’s pilot program led to 
partnerships with many child-and-family- serving 
organizations in Denver , and with Early Head Start.   
We now have quality early child development and edu-
cation sites in northeast and northwest Denver.

 Our mission is as relevant today as it was when our 
program was founded—transformation—of  individu-
als, families, and communities—through Montessori 
education that empowers children and families “to 
think for themselves, to do for themselves, and to cre-
ate better lives.” 

Family Star’s programs are designed to empower 
children and their families to achieve a lifetime of  
learning and lead strong, healthy, contributive lives.  
We promote the age-appropriate development of  chil-
dren and support families as they acquire the skills to 
become involved and active participants in their child’s 
education and in their community.  

The academic achievement gap for students living 
in poverty is well-known.  Children from low-in-
come families consistently fall behind their peers in 
test scores, graduation rates, college enrollment, and 
other measures of  academic success.  Our programs 
close the education gap and prepare students to enter 
school ready to learn.  

Family Star offers a full-day, year-round Montessori 
education program to 140 children at a time, ages two 
months to six years old – reaching approximately 200 
children each year.  The majority of  the families we 
serve are living in poverty and receive subsidies to pay 

for child care.   We strive to assure that we are serving 
a microcosm of  the community, with ethnic and 

income diversity representative of  the neighbor-
hoods we serve.  

Come for a tour!
On the fi rst Wednesday of  each month, we 

host our “Walk Among the Stars” public tour 
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.  Come see our programs 

in action and learn how Family Star is making a differ-
ence in the community.  Tour location: 2246 Federal Blvd. 
(between 22nd and 23rd Avenues).  To sign up, call us at 
(303) 477-7827.

Jennifer Hinderliter
Family Star Montessori & Early Head Start
2246 Federal Blvd. Denver , CO 80211
Phone 303.477.7827 www.familystar.net

Soap Box Rants
So a couple things this month 
pop into my mind that I should 
probably convey, one I being 
Joseph Boven, will no longer be 
the vice president of  Jefferson 
Park, I decided no to run again 
because I felt that it was more importnt that I focus the 
limited time I have communicating to the public the great 
things that are happening in the neighborhood and pro-
ducing this newsletter. I hope that you will be willing to 
put up with my occasional ramblings for another year.

The other thing I wanted to mention is this. If  you see 
kids walking down the street with limb cutters during the 
middle of  the night it is unlikely that they are looking to 
use them to forward a lucrative landscaping business. Last 
month, my oak tree that a friend had bought me for my 
birthday suffered the same fate as the French aristocracy 
during their revolution. It was beheaded in way, though 
closer to its trunk. It was a very disconcerting event and 
one that I would not wish on someone else. So,  while I’m 
not sure what to do about the issue, maybe just keep an 
eye for roving packs of  gardeners

Jefferson Park spotlight on business



Tom Blyth: Co-President - 303-617-0472, 
blythspirit@q.com

Michael Guiietz: Co-Vice President – 719-210-9643, 
zoid4@comcast.net
Joan Bancroft: Secretary - 303-282-3910, 
joanb@lbtdsl.com
Brent Weakley:  Treasurer - weaks4@yahoo.com
Alejandro “Al” DeMendoza: Spanish Community 
Outreach- (C) 720-240-1834;
(B) 303-455-1485, aldemendoza@allriskinsurance.
org or al_demendoza@yahoo.com
Fred Lai: Land Use Committee - 720-244-8238, 
fred_lai@yahoo.com
David Solomon: Land Use Committee -303-548-
8269, davidrsolo@yahoo.com
Joseph Boven: Communications Chair - 303-332-
8614, joe_boven@yahoo.com
Dave Strano: Safety Offi cer – 785-840-5080, 
johnbrown@riseup.net
Scott Kinsey: Environmental Committee – 970-331-
9312, skinsey1@gmail.com
Esther Meehan: Social Committee Chair -303-803-
5801,esther_meehan@yahoo.com
Jerry Olson: Central Valley Improvement Chair -  
jerryolson@comcast.net 
Kari-elin Mock: Member at Large -kar@rk-tects.com 
or karifl enin@yahoo.com
Daren Schmidt: Member at Large - 303-601-8149, 
daren@deerwoodland.comdaren@deerwoodland.com

Once again, without military takeover Jefferson Park 
United Neighbors has begun the process of  trans-
fering power to new offi ce holders.

JPUN’s new Board ’s new Board ’
of Directors

s new Board 
of Directors

s new Board 


